
Firefighters set to save Christmas 


VICTORIA GRAY 

PelhamNEWS Staff 

PELHAM — Every child deserves 
to have something under the tree 
to unwrap Christmas morning, and 
Pelham firefighters have made making 
that happen a community tradition. 

The Fonthill Volunteer Fire 
Association has been accepting dona¬ 
tions of new toys and warm blan¬ 
kets to help make the season a bit 
brighter for families in need for 23 
years through its annual Christmas 
toy drive. 

“We have a connection to this com- 
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munity,” drive chair Rod Richards 
said. “We not only risk our lives to 
keep people safe, we fundraise for 
the community and this is just how 
we give back.” 
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The support from the 
community is overwhelming.” 

Rod Richards 

The firefighters association also 
accepts dog and cat food for needy 
families with pets. 

Pelham Cares takes enough toys 
to give gifts to families they serve 
and Community Christmas Toys 
in Welland takes the rest to give to 
even more Pelham families. 

Last year Pelham Cares gave to 
more than 100 children. More than 
1,000 children in south Niagara 
benefitted from the Community 
Christmas Toys program. 

see FIREFIGHTERS | page 2 



Fonthill Volunteer Fire Association president Terry Deckett, left, and chair of the firefighters' annual Christmas 
toy drive Rod Richards need help to bring Christmas joy to every child in Pelham. 
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FIREFIGHTERS ■ NIAGARA REGION: Cost-cutting squad wraps up review of seniors homes 


Isn’t it Time to “Fall” 
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Community 
cares for 
families 


Don’t out-source long-term care: 
watchdog says in released study 


FROM PAGE 1 

Richards knows many families 
are suffering from job losses and 
finding it harder and harder to stay 
afloat, but wants families to know 
the community cares. 

He said a young couple who had 
previously experienced a time of 
financial difficulty came to the sta¬ 
tion and dropped off more than 
$500 in toys. 

“The support from the commu¬ 
nity is overwhelming,” he said. 

This year the association has col¬ 
lected a lot more than last year and 
hopes to be able to give even more 
by this Sunday when the toys are 
packaged and delivered. 

victoria.gray@sunmedia. ca 


HOW YOU CAN HELP 

Toys can be dropped off at the Hwy. 
20 fire hall, Fonthill library, Pelham 
Town Hall.TD Bank, Meridian Credit 
Union, Master Cuts 
in Niagara Square, 

CIBC and Royal 
banks in Fonthill 
and Fenwick on 
weekdays from 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m. and 6 
p.m. to 8 p.m. and 
on Saturday noon to 4 p.m. 

For more information, call Rod 
Richards at 905-714-4519. 


JEFFB0LICH0WSKI 

QMI Agency Niagara 

ST. CATHARINES - Public 
nursing homes should not be 
privatized, according to Niagara 
Region's internal cost watchdog. 

The responsive region improve¬ 
ment team reached that con¬ 
clusion in its study of Niagara's 
long-term care homes, released 
this week. The report, headed for 
Monday’s audit committee meet¬ 
ing, instead asks councillors to 
approve looking at consolidating 
a few older homes into big new 
buildings. 

“I think the uniqueness of 
municipalities in the long-term 
care home business is our deci¬ 
sions around closure or even 
transfer, the impacts are outside 
of our control," said organiza- 


McQueen, who leads the RRIT. 

McQueen said the region’s 
system is competitive with private 
nursing homes in everything but 
wages and benefits. 

But he said privatizing would 
not create savings because the 
region's contract with Canadian 
Union of Public Employees Local 
1263, which represents long-term 
care workers, requires the private 


operator to take all the employees 
and honour their contract. 

And, he said, closing a nursing 
home would come with enormous 
severance costs. 

“The labour relations costs of 
exiting the business become a 
barrier to exiting. And that's not a 
unique phenomenon," McQueen 
said. 

Privatizing the homes would 
also present challenges in finding 
a buyer, the team figured. 

Instead, they recommended 
looking for internal efficiencies. 

They also suggested con¬ 
solidating Upper Canada 
Lodge in Niagara-on-the-Lake, 
Gilmore Lodge in Fort Erie and 
Linhaven Home for the Aged in 
St. Catharines, three homes up 
for redevelopment in the next 
decade. 

McQueen said many older 
buildings are inefficient, and con¬ 
solidating into an old building just 
slaps an addition onto a building 
not designed for it. 

Seniors' services director Henri 
Koning said the Region’s system 
has 957 beds. But even with 30% 
turnover in a year, she said, wait¬ 
ing lists are lengthy. 

She said closing a home would 
involve five years’ notice to the 



Petrowski Barrick 


province and a long consultation 
process. 

“The issues that are involved in 
these options are really complex 
and costly. The legalities involved 
are really unclear,” she said. 

Niagara Falls Coun. Barbara 
Greenwood, who co-chairs coun¬ 
cil's public health and social ser¬ 
vices committee, said centralizing 
down to one nursing home would 
leave residents’s care lacking. She 
said Niagara is so vast, only local 
nursing homes can meet resi¬ 
dents' needs. 

“I wouldn’t want to have my 
mother in a nursing home in 
Grimsby if I could help it,” she 

She said the Region's nursing 
homes compare favourably to 
their private sector competition. 

"I don’t agree with privatiza¬ 


tion,” she said. 

“If it isn’t broken, why are you 
trying to fix it?" 

There are still savings to be 
found by outsourcing, said St. 
Catharines Coun. Andy Petrowski. 

“Over time, with attrition you 
can move out of those union con- 

He said finding a buyer would 
not be difficult. And he said it 
shouldn’t be up to Region officials 
to gauge the homes’ marketability. 

“I say we bite the bullet and 
take our most expensive nursing 
home, capital-wise, and put it on 
the market and then make that 
call.” 

Port Colborne Coun. David 
Barrick said no snap decisions will 
be made, but council should still 
consider the private option. 

“We can’t simply ignore it,” he 
said. 

jeff.bolichowski@sunmedia.ca 
Twitter: @JeffB_Standard 
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Shot in the arm for student nutrition 



DON FRASER 

QMI Agency Niagara 

ST. CATHARINES — A 
nutrition program serving 
13,000 Niagara students 
each day just got an official 
leg up. 

On Wednesday, Dec. 12 
Niagara’s Catholic and 
public school boards signed 
a partnership agreement 
formalizing and strengthen¬ 
ing their relationship with 
program provider Niagara 
Nutrition Partners. 

Niagara Nutrition program 
administrator Marcy Heit 
said the agreement helps 
solidify existing programs by 
ensuring continuity as staff 


members associated with 
programs leave or retire. 

“This also means ... if a 
program runs into trouble 
with volunteers, our two 
community development 
workers can now work 
directly to try and help get 
more volunteers there," Heit 

In a Niagara Nutrition 
release, District School 
Board of Niagara and 
Niagara Catholic District 
School Board recognized the 
programs “support healthy 
child and youth develop¬ 
ment, can reduce short-term 
hunger and are valuable 
assets that can contribute to 
improved learning." 

Niagara Nutrition 

administered by 
Community Care 
of St. Catharines- 
, Thorold, and gives 
elementary and high 
school students in the 
region access to break¬ 
fast, snacks and lunch 
throughout the day. 
Heit said the pro- 


NUTRITI0N FACTS 

Niagara Nutrition is non-profit, multi¬ 
stakeholder program administered by 
Community Care of St. Catharines- 
Thorold. 

It gives elementary and high school 
students in the region access to 
breakfast, snacks and lunch where thij 
program operates. 

For more information, visit 
www.niagaranutritionpartners.ca 


grams are tailored to a 
student’s hunger and 
are not just for the 

Some may be chil¬ 
dren needing more 
calories due to early- 
morning practices, or 
who have parents with 
difficulty co-ordinating 
meals that day. 

"We don't force our way 
any school,” she added. 
“We view is (it is) a wonder¬ 
ful resource for kids.” 


There are currently 205 
programs at 135 school sites 
funded in part by Niagara 
Nutrition. 

Up to 15% of the total 
cost of a program is covered 
by the provincial Children 
and Youth Services minis¬ 
try, with Niagara Nutrition 
and each local school pro¬ 
gram having to raise the 
remaining 85% to run the 
programs. 

don.fraser@sunmedia. ca 
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■perspective 
Education pendulum 
swinging the other way 

T eachers were on strike last week Tuesday for the 
first time in 15 years in Niagara, and the first time 
in nine years in Ontario. 

What makes 2012 different from 1997, when teachers 
did battle with Conservative premier Mike Harris, is 


not just a dogmatic attack on public servants. 

Ontarians are no longer able to keep pace with 
the escalating cost of education. It’s time for an 
adjustment The pendulum of public opinion has 
swung the other way. Teachers — or more accurately 
their unions — haven’t caught on. 

What teachers do is vitally important, both socially 
for a well-ordered society and economically to nurture 
a thriving 21st-century economy. But since the 2008 
recession, Canadians everywhere have had to adjust 
their expectations. Retirees saw their investment 
savings set back by a market plunge. Autoworkers were 
forced to make concessions as their sector — once the 
engine of the economy—faltered. Today, teachers are 
no different. 

Dalton McGuinty’s Liberal government was elected 
in 2003 with the support of teachers and their unions. 
The self-styled “Education Premier” was re-elected in 
2007 and 2011 partly because he maintained labour 
peace with teachers, some of the highest-profile public 
servants and most powerful unionized employees in 
Ontario. 

That’s why it seemed out of character for the Liberals 
to bring in Bill 115, the Putting Students First Act that 
freezes salaries and reduces teachers’ sick days. 

Ontario spends $13billiona year more than 
it collects in revenue. At $24 billion, education is 
the second-biggest expenditure in the province’s 
$126-billion budget In Niagara, teachers at the top 
of the public or Catholic boards’ salary grids are paid 
$92,000 or $94,000 a year—a very comfortable living. 

No doubt teaching is rewarding, challenging and 
demanding work. But so are other occupations that 
require as much education, experience and skill. 

Teachers’ current compensation is not wildly low for 
the qualifications they need, the amount ofworkthey 
do or the difficulty of that work. 

Teachers’ unions have framed the debate as a fight 
for democratic rights because Bill 115 strips away 
collective bargaining rights for two years — a move 
that’s out of character with Liberal tradition. The debate 
is about that, but to a lesser degree. 

The real issue is about the public’s ability to pay for a 
service whose cost has grown out of control. If the cost 
of the public sector isn’t reined it, it will ruin Ontario. 

corey.larocque@sunmedia.ca 
Twitter: @Corey_Larocque 
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Green is a good colour for the holidays 


D ear Mr. Morton, 

I was just thinking what 
a nice colour green is. 

It is the colour of the good rich 
Earth after a solid rain that brings 
everything to life. 

It is the colour of the Christmas 
tree. (Unless you happen to 
be Charles Schultz’s sad litde 
character Charlie Brown, and 
then yours is a scruffy swash 
of brown with just a litde bit 
of green in the mix of naked 
branches and pitiful, hanging- 
on-for-life needles. This only 
emphasizes the point that, to 
most eyes, a bright green is a 
happier, more joyful, and in 
general all round better, more 
vibrant colour than, say, a scruffy 
brown.) 

Even when you buy an artificial 
Christmas tree, as so many of us 
do now, whatever the internal 
structure that holds it together, 
the part that you see is green. 

And then you can put a whole 
array of other colours over top of 
the green, in the lights and the 
decorations. It looks nice; that’s 
why we do it And the reason it 
looks nice, aside from the fact that 
it gives us a chance to express our 
individual creativity (not always a 
great thing, admittedly) is that the 
other colours stand out against 
the dark green background. 

However, my Christmas turkey 
is not dark green (which is almost 

■readers'views 



certainly a good thing). Most of 
the meat is actually kind of an 
off-white. Beside the turkey you 
will typically find a mound of 
potatoes. They will, whichever 
way they were cooked for the 
occasion, come out a white, or 
maybe white with a touch of 
brown, enhanced perhaps with 
a gravy that typically will be a 
pale brown colour. The plate 
will be enhanced with an array 
of other fine foods - perhaps 
yams, or some delicious butter- 
baked butternut squash, maybe 
some cranberry sauce on the 
side. Some of us prefer to go 
the Christmas ham route. The 
ham, of course will be a pinkish 
colour that looks lovely there on 
your Christmas plate, and tastes 
lovely, too. It will, of course, also 
be surrounded by an array of stuff 
that the palate finds exciting. 

And we haven’t even gotten 
to the dessert yet The point is 
that we are celebrating a very 
special occasion and our way of 
doing that is by stuffing as much 
delicious stuff as we can into our 
faces. It’s our tradition. 


So "What could be the 
problem?” you may ask. 

Here’s a hint: white. White is 
almost impossible to see against 
a pale background. 

And that presents a bit of a 
problem when you're adding the 
white salt on top of the pale meat 
or the potatoes. 

You know, if you screw up with 
the pepper that’s your own fault. 
You can see the pepper 

But when you end up with 
a plate full of salt covering 
your turkey like the Snows of 
Kilimanjaro instead of a delicious 
slice of turkey with a little bit of 
salt on it to make it taste even 
better, that’s notyour fault That’s 
the fault of the damn salt for being 
impossible to see. 

So I see two possible solutions: 

Either A: colour the meat and 
the potatoes some dark, contrasty 
colour, say green. 

Or B: colour the salt some 
contrasty colour, say green. 

Well sir, it's hard to picture 
anybody staring down at their 
green turkey and saying, “Oh boy! 
Looks yummy.” 

So its gotta be the other way. 
Green salt. 

Me, I picked green because 
I’ve already done your marketing 
strategy for you. 

You introduce it at Christmas as 
a special treat so you need to go 
with a festive, yet contrasty colour 

Then, in lanuary, when the 


supermarkets are jammed with 
happy holidayers, overjoyed at 
not ruining their own meal, no to 
mention the efforts of somebody's 
ma who spent six hours preparing 
that meal, you rush order massive 


Salt” to the shelves. Then, “due to 
popular demand” you start selling 
the stuff all the time. Kind of like 
“new Coke” but successful. 

Now, you won’t sell a whole lot 
more table salt You might even 
sell a little less because people 
won’t be throwing out a half¬ 
shaker of salt at a time that they’ve 
scraped off of their ruined meal. 

But we all know that the table 
salt is an insignificant part of 
the whole market You’ve got 
roads and water softeners and 
a hundred other big-ticket uses 
for salt. And every time anyone 
is going to buy salt for whatever 
purpose, he’ll think back to his 
holiday meal and think, “That 
Mr. Morton! What a great guy! 

He saved my holiday meal. I'm 
gonna buy his brand now, too, 
even if it’s only for my sidewalk." 

You can take the credit The 
public can think of you as the 
guy who invented "Mr. Morton’s 
Special Green Meal Saver Salt” 

That’s just good promotion. 

I don’t mind. 

I just want a royalty on sales. 

Thanks for your attention, 

AmieDyker 


Annual parade a 
success 

The 15th Annual Pelham 
Santa Claus Parade on 
December 8 was again highly 
successful. This is because of a 
large number of volunteers and 
the financial support of many 
individuals and businesses in 
out community. 

Children, young and old, 
fined the route to watch the 


parade including four bands 
and Mr. and Mrs. Santa Claus. A 
huge crowd came to Centennial 
Park to talk to Santa, enjoy 
complimentary hot dogs, 
chili, hot chocolate and cider, 
ride the ponies, the train and 
haywagon. The wood fire, the 
huge Clydesdale horses and 
the costumed History Walkers 
added to the old fashioned 
atmosphere. 

We must thank the 
Weatherman for holding off 


the ram during the parade and 
activities - perfect timing! 

Members of the Pelham 
Santa Claus Parade Committee, 
the Fabulous Fenwick Lions, 
the Fenwick Lioness, the 
Pelham Community Policing 
Committee and Niagara 
Regional Police worked tire¬ 
lessly, planning and operating 
the events safely and efficiently. 
We are very grateful to a long 
list of local business, organi¬ 
zations and individuals who 


donated food, candy and cash 
to support the event, allowing 
us to offer these events at no 
cost to the public. 

Our reward is to watch the 
expressions of wonderment 
and joy on the faces of the kids 
as they spot Santa then shyly 
approach him to tell him their 
wishes. 

Thanks to all and Merry 
Christmas. 

Fred Disher 

President, Fenwick Lions Ciub 


GENERAL NOTICE: The contents of this newspaper are protected by copyright and may be used only for personal, non-commercial purposes. 
All other rights are reserved and commercial use is prohibited. To make any use of this material you must first obtain the permission of the 
owner of the copyright. 

For further information, contact Dave Johnson. 
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12-12-12 BABIES 

ST. CATHARINES-At least four 
Niagara residents will have the odd 
distinction of having a number 
repeated in their birthday. 

Niagara Health System reported 
four babies were born at St. 
Catharines General Hospital on 
Dec. 12,2012-or 12-12-12. 

The health system did not have 
numbers available for other NHS 
sites at press time. 


installations across the province. 

Bullfrog said the funding is 
critical to support and accelerate 
the development of several new 
solar energy initiatives. 

Through the partnership, 
Bullfrog will also assist SoiarShare 
in marketing and selling bonds in 
local communities. 

The partnership was announced 
in conjunction with the launch of 
a new 572-panel solar array in St. 
Catharines. 

The 140 kW system- 
developed on a previously-unused 
commercial rooftop by Moose 
Power - will produce enough clean 
energy to power more than 14 
homes annually. 

EMS DISPATCHERS 
RECOGNIZED FOR SERVICE 


BULLFROG IN SOLAR- 
ENERGY FINANCING 
PARTNERSHIP 

Bullfrog Power, a 100% 

Canadian green-energy provider, 
announced it's partnering with 
SoiarShare to bring clean, 
renewable solar energy to the 
Ontario electricity system. 

Through the agreement, Bullfrog 
Power will provide financing 
to SoiarShare, a not-for-profit 
co-operative that lets Ontario 
citizens and businesses invest in 
community-based solar energy 


Five Niagara EMS dispatchers 
were recognized for their work in 
serving the citizens of Niagara. 

Shane Elliot, Matt Rate, Rick 
Morency, Kelly Newell and Julie 
Noble were presented awards for 
excellence by Niagara EMS. 

Each year, the organization 
recognizes five dispatchers for 
providing the highest level of 
service. It is the job of dispatchers 
to respond to emergency calls 
from 911 and direct paramedics to 
help those in need. 

Niagara EMS receives more 
than 70,000 calls each year that 
result in the transportation of 


about 38,000 patients. There are 
currently 25 EMS dispatchers 
working in Niagara who handle 911 
calls. 

NRP CIVILIAN EMPLOYEE 
FACING BREACH OFTRUST 
CHARGE 

WELLAND-Atemporary 
employee with Niagara Regional 
Police has been charged after 
allegedly releasing confidential 
information to the public. 

The man had been a front desk 
civilian employee at a number 
of the NRP's detachments since 
2010. The charge relates to the 
alleged release of confidential 
information, but no further 
details were released by the NRP 
Thursday. 

"All of our employees swear to 
an oath of confidentiality," said 
police Chief Jeff McGuire. "This 
oath is paramount to our ability to 
protect the privacy of the public 
while also maintaining their safety. 

I have full confidence in due 
process of the courts...” 

Facing a charge of breach of 
trust is 29-year-old Shawn O’Reilly, 
of Welland. The man was released 
on a promise to appear in Welland 
court Feb. 8. 

Although O’Reilly is still 
considered a temporary employee 
with the NRP, he won't be given any 
further work, according to an NRP 
press release. 



Gallaghers Farm Market is having a closing week 
sale from Dec.27th to Dec.31st. 

All produce will be reduced!!! 

All apples will be sold at $3.00 a 3 litre, 

$5.00 a peck, $7.00 for a 1/2 bushel, 
l/l/e would like to wish everyone a Merry 
Christmas and a Safe and Happy 
New Year!!! 

FIREWOOD is available all winter while the store is closed. 
Call 905-892-0698 for delivery or pick up Hours are 8 to 6 daily. 
See you in March 2013. 


Your money matters 24/7 

Stocks, rates, tools, news, columnists and more just a did 


# Fonthill & District 

KINSMEN 

Are accepting submissions for 
2012 Pelham Citizen Of The Year Award. 

TO QUALIFY: 

You must not be a sitting politician 
and must live or work in Pelham. 


Submissions must be in writing & postmarked 
NO LATER than January 23rd, 2013 


SEND SUBMISSIONS TO: 

Fonthill & District Kinsmen, Box 906, Fonthill, ON LOS 1EO 



Merry Christmas! 

Debbie, Miller and 1 extend our best wishes for a 
festive and memorable Christmas and holiday season. 
Good health and prosperity in 2 013! 


346 HWY 20 WEST, FONTHILL (BESIDE E.L. CROSSLEVS.S.) 
_905-892-0698_ 
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■ LABOUR: Teens caught in the middle 

Students fight for sports, clubs 


JEFF BOLICHOWSKI 

QMI Agency Niagara 

ST. CATHARINES — It’s Bryn Mann’s 
future on the line and he’s not shy about 
fighting for it 

Acting changed the 16-year-old St. 
Catharines Collegiate student’s life. He 
said he turned a troubled childhood 
around through drama classes and is 
studying to be a drama teacher. 

But, he said, ongoing labour strife 
between the province and teachers’ union 


JEFF BOLICHOWSKI QMI Agency Niagara 

Student protesters gather in front of District School Board of Niagara headquarters in St. Catharines 
Wednesday. 


DESIGNED TO DRIVE 

YEAR END EVENT 


® 

ACURA 
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■ READERS REMEMBER: Coons family remembers Harold’s trees 

Celebrating 
Christmas with Pop 


RITA CLARE 

For Pelham News 

PELHAM — Our dad Harold Coons of 
Fonthill sold Christmas trees for more 
than 25 years. Everyone called him Pop. 

The location of these Christmas trees 
was our backyard, where his brothers, 
sons and grandson Doug helped cut the 
trees and pile them, readying them for 
display. 

People would call early in the season 
to order and say, "Put one away for me, 
Pop.” 

He would gather his friends, Dominic 
Ferrigalli and our family, to get the trees. 
They would go to King City with a trans¬ 
port truck. It would be a full day. Then 
they would come home and unload. 

My mother would have a great meal 
waiting for them. She would cook all day 
to prepare the special meal for them to 
enjoy upon their return. 

“This is something I love to do,” said 
Pop, “I love people, they sit and shoot 
the guff and have some Christmas 

It was a wonderful time for all. 

One of my favorite memories is Dad 
always being in a hurry to clean up the 
Christmas wrapping paper. After the gifts 


were unwrapped he would take out and 
bum the excess paper in the incinerator. 

Mom asked him once where the new 
sweater was that she bought him for 
Christmas. You guessed it, all that we 
found in the incinerator were the but¬ 
tons. He had put the box and sweater in 
the incinerator. 

Well, need I say more. 

Our mom and dad were very special, 
and we sure miss them, but the memo¬ 
ries live on. 

Readers Remember is a series of stories 
based on Christmas season experiences 
submitted by Tribune readers. It appears 
daily through Dec. 24. 


Spirit 

n of the 

Season 

Readers 

Remember. 



(905) 356-7919 
(800) 267-7654 


Learn the benefits of an orthodontic specialist at 

www.kamatovicortho.com 



VICTORIA GRAY Staff Photo 
Rita Clare's father, Harold Coons, 
sold Christmas trees out of the 
family's backyard. The day they 
picked them up, her mother Cis 
would spend all day preparing a 
lavish meal. 
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AL A CARTE MENU 5:00 pm - 7:30 pm 

"RESERVATIONS REQUIRED 


PRIX FIXE MENU 8:00 pm - 9:30 pm 

Includes: 4 course dinner, champagne toast 
at midnight, party favours and live music / 
with Niagara’s favourite party band 


EAR CANDY 


s 70 


"RESERVATIONS REQUIRED 



NEW YEAR S DAY 
ALL YOU CAN EAT 

^EAKFASI 


FEATURING: Cinnamon French Toast, Buttermilk 
Country Sausage, Bacon, Ham, Belgian Waffles, Cr 
Breakfast Home Fries, Omelette Station, Cereals, C 
Granola, Fresh Fruits, Pastries and a Variety of Bre 


Adults 


COME CELEBRATE 
23 YEARS OF FUNK WITH 


THURS, DEC. 20, AT 10:00 PM 


Fonthill Shopping Plaza, HWY#20, Fonthill, ON Tel: 905 892 4949 











PELHAM NEWS ■ THURSDAY, DECEMBER 20,2012 


■ PELHAM CARES: 30th anniversary next year 

Kids’ art marks 
a milestone 


SARAH FERGUSON 

Pel hamNews Staff 

PELHAM - Pelham Cares 
put the call out to young artists 
to submit pictures, and it has 
been rewarded with beautiful 
hand-drawn images depicting 
what the organization means 
to the community. 

Pelham Cares received pic¬ 
tures portraying its services, 
such as a family receiving dona¬ 
tions of food, a child partici¬ 
pating in a recreational activity 
and seniors being driven to 
medical appointments. 

“We had a hard time choos¬ 
ing the winners as we felt all the 
kids had submitted wonderful 
drawings,” said client services 
co-ordinator Betty Brown. 

The contest ran Oct 1 to Nov. 
16. Winners were selected in 


two categories. 

In the junior kindergarten 
to Grade 4 field, Miria Diab 
of Maple Crest Early School 
took first place, followed by 
Trent Furlon of Pelham Centre 
School, Nick Uriello of E.W. 
Farr Memorial and Matthew 
Schirru of Maple Crest. 

In the Grade 5 to 8 group, 
Payge Hart of St. Ann Catholic 
School won first place, fol¬ 
lowed by Krystyna Augustyn of 
SL Ann and Grade Furlong of 
Pelham Centre School. 

Payge was excited about 
winning first place — her win¬ 
ning piece is a picture of the 
Pelham Cares Building deco¬ 
rated with celebration balloons. 
She drew the picture over a 
week in between classes and 
after school. 

She said she entered the 


contest because she loves to 
draw, and Pelham Cares is an 
important part of the com¬ 
munity that offers services to 
people in need. 

"We will be using (the pic¬ 
tures) next year as part of our 
30th celebration in our promo¬ 
tional material," Brown said. 

Contest pictures will be 
shown on posters, thank- 
you cards and Pelham Cares’ 
annual general meeting report 

If anyone has photos they 
would like to contribute to 
Pelham Cares' anniversary cel¬ 
ebration, e-mail them to info@ 
pelhamcares.org, or they can 
be dropped off at the Pelham 
Cares office, 124 Hwy. 20 E. For 




SARAH FERGUSON Staff Photo 

Payge Hart is the first-place winner in the Grade 5 to Grade 8 category of the poster contest 
celebrating the 30th anniversary of Pelham Cares. 


Find freedom in your home. 

The Healthy Homes Renovation Tax Credit can help. 

Seniors 65 years and older and their live-in family members are eligible 
for a tax credit of up to $1,500 on home modifications that improve 
safety and accessibility - regardless of income. Eligible improvements 
include things like support bars, ramps or walk-in bathtubs. To claim 
your credit, keep your receipts for when you file your taxes. 


ontario.ca/healthyhomes • 1 -866-668-8297 • TTY 1 -800-263-7776 



Paid for by the Government of Ontario 


Ontario 




















THURSDAY, DECEMBER 20,2012 B PELHAM NEWS 



AVID CHEVROLET BUICK CMC 


FINACINGAS 
LOW AS 

4 . 99 %. 


SELLOFF 


Check Out These Prices... 


bands Used Car Promise! \ 

*30 Day No Hassle Exchange Policy... 
Satisfaction Guaranteed 
*150 Point Inspection 
•Every Vehicle Car Proof Verified 


2011 TERRAIN HHHjMl 

SLE AWD 5DR ElKmffJ 

Onyx Black, Loaded, Air Conditioning, CD, i|| [5 

Keyless Entry, 2.4 Litre, Aluminum Wheels, LTLAiU^LS 

MP3, Tinted Windows, ABS Brakes, Power (OC QQQ 

t Sunroof, Remote Start, 28,130 kms, Stk# 22466 S* 


2011 YUKON 

DENALI AWD 5DR fMliffl 

Mi pin 

Chrome Wheels, DVD, Navigation, E O QQQ 

23,105 Kms, Stk# 22702 

SUV LUXURY 

iEr 4 D M R AUBU w 

usisiiiL §au pmge 
. riatrss. $ 16,999 

pM f T - 1 

2 LTTUR R B U 0 Z 4DR —1 I 

cJ£rS£E2S£* Ml PRICE 

$15,999 1 

-3FH 

fW s IHIEB 1 

i low km pr>rr^wrj| 

Tra™2 m 8MKms,aS e 2 r ’l96M $13,888 I 

j 

2010 COBALT 

GREAT VALUE 

Con£S!1SS^re, MU PRICE 

Aluminum Wheels, MP3, Side Air Bags, (4 4 QQQ 
k Local Trade, 66,577 Kms, Stk# 22169A V 1 1 1 




Keyless Entry, 4.8 Litre, Aluminum Wheels, 
Chrome Wheels, Bench Seats, Box Liner, 

L Local Trade. 55,472 Kms, Stk# 22366A 


$22,999 


2009 MONTANA SV6ilXEl|| 
SE EXTENDED 5DR 

Quad Seats, Local TradeJ 18,417 Kms, ^ ^ 2 j 393 


2009AVALANCHE 


_ jjj $26,999 

SEL^FWD 4DR 

Mira®i 

; — $14,888 

fsLE 7 4WD K 5DR 

saie price 

Wheels, MP3, tinted Windows, ^ Oft QQQ 
L 115,258 Kms, Stk#22411 ^^W jnJnJnJ 



2007 HIGHLANDER 
V6 4WD 5DR 

Black, Loaded, Power Heated Leather & 


$15,999 



“ASK FOR A FREE GIFT WITH EVERY TEST DRIVEr 

HURRY...YOU CAN BE SURE THESE WONT LAST LONG!ca rIW __ 
COME TEST DRIVE ONE TODAY! ^ 


915 Niagara Street, Weiiand, ON 
OF<""' fiMj - ph. 1-888-699-5190 fx. 905 735-0507 

/f e ^ www.davldchev.com • www.davidchevpreowned.com 

^ 0 dancolosimo@davidchev.com 
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Your world... Your news 24/7 

Breaking news just a click away 


visit ®S0.ca 



Hair Hunters 


Look Great for the Holidays! 

Our Staff would like to thank everyone in the community for their continued support. 


Christmas Specials are also available in Gift Certificates 


The Perfect 
Christmas Gift 

Treat her with a 

Spa Pedicure and Manicure 
for 


Our Luxury Spa Package 

Wash, Cut and Style, Pedicure and her choice 


Bio-ionic Flat Irons 

«J89-% 



Seaway Mall: 800 Niagara Street, Wellar 
offers valid until Jan is, 2013 Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9-9 Saturday 


AROUND TOWN 


BWberzo 

Ladies of St. Anthony’s 
Croatian Church will hold 
their annual Christmas 
bake sale from 8:30 a.m. 
until quantities last, at 
360 River Rd„ Welland. We 
will have baked apple and 
cheese strudels, cookies, 
etc. Everyone is welcome. 
We are also selling frozen 
apple and cheese stru¬ 
dels, if interested please 
call 905-735-6159. 


Hiker 23 

THE KIDS ARE IN 
CHARGE 

of a Christmas service at 
Pelham Community 
Church, 461 Canboro Rd. 
at 9:30 a.m. There will be 
Christmas music, skits, 
poems. Family crafts and 
pizza lunch to follow 
CHOIR CANTATA 
will sing at 9:30 a.m., 
Fonthill United Church. 42 
Church Hill. Fonthill. 

DECEMBER 24 

CHURCH SERVICES 
for families with young 
children will be held at 
the Pelham Community 
Church. 461 Canboro Rd. 
at 4 p.m., followed by a 7 
p.m. service with lessons 
and carols and Commu¬ 
nion service at 9 p.m. 
FAMILY SERVICES 
at Fenwick United Church 
at 7 p.m., followed by a 
Candlelight Communion 
Service at Fonthill United, 
1050 Church St., Fenwick. 



A REGULAR JOINT SER¬ 
VICE 


with Fenwick United Church 
will be held at 9:30 a.m., 
Fonthill United Church. 



RINGING IN THE NEW YEAR 

A New Year’s Eve party fea¬ 
turing appetizers, entrees 
and desserts will be held at 
Zest Restaurant., 1469 
Pelham St., Fonthill. Tickets 
are $79 per person. Reserve 
your table now by calling 
905-892-6474. 


JANUARY 6 


A JOINT SERVICE 

will be hosted at Fenwick 
United Church at 11 a.m. 
Breakfast will be served at 
10 a.m. 



WELLAND FRIENDLY CLUB 

seniors bingo, every 
Wednesday at 1 p.m. at 
Wesley United Church, 244 
First Ave. N. Everyone wel¬ 
come. 

DROP-IN BRIDGE 

alternate Wednesdays at 
Pelham library, 3 p.m. 

Come alone or with a friend. 
Refreshments. 

ADULT BOOK CLUBS 
Long-awaited space in 
Pelham library’s book clubs 
is now available. Call for 
times and dates. Please 
register ahead; $5 includes 
book and refreshments. 



Ti Odtt 

QUOTE CINEPLEX 
WHEN ORDERING. 


m 




HOME 

^DELIVERY 

6 MONTHS 


_ , _ w C'N^XNIGHTOUT 

CIN EPLEX saaaaiaaaa 




NIGHT 

OUT 

COUPON! 


VALUE! 


Gift Certificate is good for 2 general admissions, 
2 regular soft drinks and 1 regular popcorn! 


905 - 732-2412 
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■ ARTS: Niagara's year as Cultural Capital wraps up 

Funding showcased talents 


JOHN LAW Closing ceremonies for Niagara's 

QMI Agency Niagara Cultural Capital year were held at 

the Scotiabank Convention Centre 
NIAGARA FALLS — Niagara's W last week. Busloads of students 



MIKE DIBATTISTA QMI Agency Niagara 

Sarah Malien of the Niagara 1812 legacy council helps Michael Calabrese 
of Cardinal Newman school try on a War of 1812 uniform at the Cultural 
Capital of Canada closing festivities at the Scotia Bank Convention Centre 
in Niagara Falls Wednesday. 


gotten to do things as nicely as we 
have,” he says. “It allowed us to do 
things we would normally not have 
funding to do. 


"We all understand the pres¬ 
sures brought on government with 
money, but heritage and culture 
and arts are an important part of 


any community. Sure, we have to 
fix roads and sewers, but there’s 
other parts to our community we 
have to look after, too.” 
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#20 HWY 20 FONTHILL 

It t II 4 I 4444444444 


, 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 « 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

\ proudly .ifi.jWi 


0 “ 0 " ) 0 0 0 " 9 0f> 0 " I 0 ■' 0 " © 0 ' 


R 


ICE 


your saveonever ything store- 


[ Piller’s Kolbassa 


iUassa 


Reg. $4.97 


* Festive Egg Keg 

II Litre) % LIMIT 4 


Popcorn Shrimp 

325g 


Reg. $5.47 


Laurie’s 
ItellS 


Cinnabon Monkey Bread 
or China Poppers 


GI ANT TIGER 
FONTHILL 
ONLY! 


Lebel ice Cream Log 

2L, 


Aqua Star Shrimp : 
Platter 


Reg. $14.97 Save $4.97 * 


Tassimo Nabob 
Breakfast or Colombian 

Mg 


0 


Quikki Compost 
Mini-Line rs 
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For your safety... 

Officers will be directing 
traffic at the plaza entrance 
Friday, Saturday & Sunday! 


Jtiverview Poultry, - 
Cold Springs, k 
Maple Leaf Prime or Organic 

Fresh Young Turkeys 


12x750ml 


Cook’s Av 

Spiral Sliced 
Honey Ham 


[OK^ 


Fresh Store Baked 

10” Apple or 
Pumpkin Pies 


Oka 

L’Artisan 

Cheese 

By the Piece 


;n Roast. 


FresnBaked from Scratch 

Calabrese & French 
Baguettes 


Sale prices in effect Thursday Dec. 20 through Monday Dec. 24,2012 

THU I FRI I SAT I SUN I MON I TUE I WED 


Want to see even more savings? 

Visit CommissosFreshFoods.com 
^ and click on the flyer icon to -—». 

w see all of our weekly specials! ^ 
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LABOUR: Bill 115 takes away collective bargaining rights: ETFO 

Teachers hit picket lines 




VICTORIA GRAY Staff Photo 
Pictured from left, Brendan 
Grenville, 8; Kaylea Bray, 

7; Claire Anderson, 6, and 
Jayden Grenville, 10, are the 
only students who attended 
the School's Out Day Camp, 
Tuesday at Pelham Arena. 

The one-day day camp was 
held in response to the one- 
day strike of Niagara District 
School Board elementary 
teachers. 


VICTORIA GRAY 
PelhamNEWS Staff 

WELLAND - Hundreds of 
teachers walked picket lines 
in front of Niagara's public 
elementary schools Tuesday, 
Dec. 11 to show the Ontario 
government they are serious 
about fighting controversial 
legislation that changes how 
teachers bargain collectively. 

District School Board of 
Niagara was forced to close 
elementary schools Tuesday 
because of the one-day strike 
— part of rotating strikes 
across the province — but 
teachers say they don’t want 
to keep students out of the 
classroom. 

Mary MacLaughlin, a 
teacher at Port Weller Public 
School in St. Catharines 
and the political action 
chair at the Niagara Local 
of the Elementary Teachers' 
Federation of Ontario (ETFO), 
said teachers are fighting for 
the future. 

“Ultimately, teachers care 
about students and if our 
students are to have a life¬ 


style like most people have 
enjoyed in this country, we 
have to step up to the plate 
to protect that lifestyle,” she 
said. “That includes all of us 
and we have to hold our poli¬ 
ticians accountable." 

ETFO believes Bill 115, the 
Putting Students First Act, 
takes away teachers’ right to 
bargain collectively and takes 
the ability to make decisions 
on local issues away from 
school boards. 

Teachers at local schools 
were not allowed to speak 
on the record to reporters. 
Still, they do want it known 
they are not striking for more 
money or sick days. They just 
want the right to continue 
bargaining. 

“We do not believe that 
in a democratic society any 
government should have the 
authority to repeal the Charter 
of Rights and Freedoms,” 
MacLaughlin said. 

Although teachers are 
expected to return to the 
classroom today they will 
continue their work-to-rule 
campaign. Extracurricular 


activities will continue to be 
limited. 

"They want to be in class¬ 
room with their students, but 
sometimes personal sacrifices 
are necessary for the greater 
good,” MacLaughlin said. 

McKay teachers who would 
not identify themselves by 
name said the public showed 
support Tuesday with honks 
and kind words, but just 
around the corner at Steele 
Street Public School teachers 
said they had dealt with some 
harsh words shouted from car 
windows. 

"I would ask anyone to 
take the time to find out 
what Bill 115 involves and 
to realize this fight is not 
just the teachers fight, it’s 
for every Canadian citizen,” 
MacLaughlin said. 

While Tuesday’s job action 
posed some inconvenience to 
parents. The City of Welland 
and Town of Pelham each 
provided day-camp program¬ 
ming for displaced students. 


Twitter: @VixeyG 


Dr. Kimberly 


Dobson 



We would like to wish everyone 
a Merry Christmas and 
a Happy New Year 



20 HWY 20, UNIT 13, 

FONTHILL (In the Fonthill Plaza) 

Visit us on line at www.dentistryinthevillage.ca 


SMILES WITH CARE 



Teachers at Gordon Public School in Welland staged a one-day strike on Tuesday to 
protest Bill 115 along with hundreds of other public elementary school teachers. 
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MARINELAND: Christine Santos alleged orca suffered injuries 


Former trainer sued 


sufficient staff to provide an appro- could not be reached to elaborate oi 
priate level of care for animals and 
allowed Kiska’s physical condition to 


THE EVENTS 

Oct. 17: Christine Santos' Nov. 5 and 7: Marineland 
employment terminated at sends Santos two letters about 
Marineland after 12yg|§j|^B Santos allegations _ 

Oct. 18: Santos'concerns about Nov. 29: Canadian 
the health of 37-year-old orca Kiska Association of Zoos and 
published in Toronto newspaper Aquariums report says Kiska 

Oct. 30: Marineland lawyer "in good health.'' _ 

asked Santos to retract her Dec. 12: Marineland sues 
Santos 


abuse, Marineland is^takmg^legal ^ommon^for"whaLr-ta the"wild or 


roTclaim, filed in 



Fleet joins Green Marine 
environmental program 


QMI Agency Niagara 
ST. CATHARINES - U.S.-based 


The program encourages partici¬ 
pants — ship owners, ports, termi- 
d shipyards — ’ ' ' 




Groom'mgdale’s 


GROOMINGDALES 


FONTHILL 


Our 

Groomers 

cu e ri 1 6 yrs experience' 

tSa 8 yrs experience 



/ Small breeds / Large breeds 

Starting at $40-45 ^ Starting at $70 

/ Medium breeds Jf Extra Large 

Starting at $55 Starting at $85 

Dematting Extra 


905 892-5483 

Fonthill Shopping Plaza facebook.com/Fonthillgroomingdales 
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BREW ON 
PREMISE 

BREW & WINE SUPPLIES 



FREE SET OF BOTTLES WITH 
YOUR FIRST ORDER 


Phone: (905) 892-3133 
Toll Free: 1-888-768-9463 
Fax: 905-892-9919 
wineofpelham@cogeco.net 
www.winegarden.ca 


Visit us at 191 Highway 20 East in 
Fonthill (at Rice Road) 
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CONCUSSION SUMMIT 


Awareness a heady issue 



MATT DAY QMI Agency Niagara 

District School Board of Niagara health and safety officer 
Michael Langlois delivered a presentation on developing 
policies regarding head injuries in relation to students at the 
Hilton Hotel on Thursday Dec. 13,2012. 


CORY SMITH 

QMI Agency Niagara 

NIAGARA FALLS - It 
wasn't until a few years ago, 
when several high school 
rugby players were leaving 
games with head injuries, 
that Michael Langlois knew 
something had to be done. 

District School Board of 
Niagara implemented a $35 
fee per team for each game, 
which covered the cost of an 
on-site Ontario sports medic 
for rugby games. 

The result? 

“We saw a significant 
reduction in injuries,” 
Langlois, the DSBN health 
and safety officer, said 
Thursday during Day 1 of 
the board’s international 
summit, Concussions in 
School Sport: Making the 
Right Decisions. “It worked 
out very well for us.” 

The summit wrapped 
up early Friday, De. 14 in 
Niagara Falls with a keynote 
address from NHL hall of 
famer and former member of 


Parliament Ken Dryden. His 
speech concluded two days 
of sessions aimed at concus¬ 
sion awareness, prevention 
and treatment. 

Sports like rugby, football 
and hockey will always have 


a higher rate of head injuries 
and concussions, Langlois 
said. He stressed a need to 
identify and treat the symp¬ 
toms and ensure students 
aren’t putting their health at 
risk. It’s estimated that con¬ 


cussions represent 8.9% of all 
high school athletic injuries. 

“This is a co-ordinated 
effort, not just a school board 
issue,” Langlois said. “There 
will be others (student ath¬ 
letes, parents and doctors) 
involved when there’s a 
concussion.” 

Provincially, Bill 39 would 
amend the Education Act 
with respect to concussions. 
It would require boards to 
comply with policies and 
guidelines regarding head 
injuries and concussions in 
pupils. 

The DSBN has already 
introduced an administra¬ 
tive procedure that requires a 
six-step rehabilitation phase 
before allowing athletes with 
concussions to return. 

Generally, each step should 
take 24 hours or more, mean¬ 
ing any student suffering a 
concussion would miss at 
least a week. Problems arise 
when the students, and even 
parents and doctors, treat 
head injuries too casually, 
Langlois said. 


“Every student’s brain is 
different, and how they prog¬ 
ress through levels of getting 
better is different,” he said. 

Counties such as Australia 
force students to sit for at 
least two weeks after suffer¬ 
ing a concussion. 

“This is something I’m 
passionate about. I’ve gotten 
too many calls about stu¬ 
dents who have received 
concussions," Langlois said. 
“Anytime a student gets to go 
home at the end of the day 
not injured, or goes home 
and gets to recover ... that’s 
very important.” 

cory.smith@sunmedia. ca 
Twitter: CoryatNFR 


SCHOOL 

CONCUSSION 

PROCEDURE 

DSBN 

administration 
procedure for 
concussion 
rehabilitation: 

O No activity 
© Light aerobic exercise 
® Sport-specific exercise 
© Non-contact training 
© Full contact practice 
© Return to play 



A LOOK AT CONCUSSIONS 

A concussion occurs when a violent blow to the head causes 
the brain to slam against the skull with enough force that the 
cerebrospinal fluid cannot cushion the impact. 

Impact causes the brain to hit the front 



The impact can cause bruising of the brain, tearing of blood 
vessels and nerve damage. 


Symptoms of a concussion can include: 

• Loss of consciousness • Confusion 

•Headache • Nausea or vomiting 

• Blurred vision • Loss of short-term memory 

• Repeating the same thing over and over, even when 
told the answer each time 


The investment solution 
that offers some guarantees 



A segregated fund is a pool of money invested in a variety 
of securities through professional fund managers. Because 
segregated fund policies are life insurance contracts, they offer 
maturity and death benefit guarantees. Individual segregated 

fund policies protect part or all of your capital 
investment. They guarantee the value of the 
policy on its maturity date, as well as the value 
received on the death of the last insured person. 
Segregated fund policies also offer other special 
features and benefits. Ask me for more details 
on how they might fit into your financial plan. 

Kirn Hume-Scott, B. Comm, CLU, CH.F.C., RHU, CFP, FMA, CIM 
Certified Financial Planner 
905-662-2424, ext. 1285 
Toll-free: 1-877-789-2424, ext. 1285 
Cell: 905-321-2747 
kim.hu m e-scott@f5 5f.com 





scription of specific feature 


3 risk of the policy owne 
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Performance BMW 266 Lake Street, St. Catharines 1905-934-335611-877-737-3269 GO it 


■ THE HAPPY PLACE: Salvation Army items get a creative new purpose 


Upcycled artwork the 
creations of Pelham kids 


THE ALL-NEW BMW 3 SERIES. 

NOW WITH xDRIVE* ALL-WHEEL DRIVE. 


WHEN IT’S YOUR BAR, YOU CAN RAISE IT AS HIGH AS YOU WANT. 


DAVE JOHNSON Staff Photo 

Nicole Caringi shows off of one of the upcycled items for sale at Happy Place Art Studio in Pelham. The 
items were made by youth in the community. 


The studio at 1433 Pelham St. 
started its Christmas Art 2 Market at 
this past week. 

“We have a lot of cool and interest¬ 
ing things in the store,” said owner 
Angie Geiss. 

What's interesting about the upcy¬ 
cled artwork found in the store is 
that it is made from items donated 
by the Salvation Army and cre¬ 
ated by Pelham school children in 
Grades 7 through 12 as part of Art 2 
(Art Squared) program run by In The 
Orchard Programming for the Arts. 
In The Orchard Programming for the 
Arts operates out of Happy Place Art 
Studio. 

Geiss said other partners in the 
program are Brock University and 
Ontario Ministry of Tourism, Culture 
and Sports. 

"We’re educating youth on how to 
start their own business using upcy¬ 
cled items, teaching environmental 
responsibility and building entrepre¬ 
neurial skills.” 

Local schools have taken part in the 
program, which is also run Thursday 
nights at the studio and open to any 
child in the community. 

“We’re going to go back into the 
schools in January and offer it as an 
after-school program.” 

Geiss said marketing skills and 
teaching students how to sell their 
artwork online will also be part of the 
program. 

As for the items on sale now until 
Dec. 24, she said they’re great gifts to 
give, especially because they are all 
handmade by local youth. 

Local artists have also been invited 
in to sell their artwork and a raffle 
of items donated by the community 
is being held. Funds raised from the 
raffle are put back into the In The 
Orchard Programming for the Arts 
program. 

Geiss said there will be an open 
house today, at the same time the 
Christmas in Pelham event is being 
held at Pelham Peace Park. 

Christmas Art 2 Market hours are 
Monday to Wednesday 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m., Thursday and Friday 10 a.m. to 
8 p.m. and Saturday 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
The Happy Place Art Studio can be 
reached at 905-892-1709. 


The 2013 BMW328i xDrive All-Wheel Drive 

LEASE PAYMENT I DOWNPAYMENT | 

$388 $5,900 

$458 $2,900 

$528 I $0 


LEASE RATE 

4.9 0/o * 

48 MONTHS 


nis 
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■ EDUCATION: St. Catharines high school closing at end of current school year 

DSBN Academy moving to West Park building 


DON FRASER 

QMI Agency Niagara 

It’s official: the DSBN Academy 
will have a new home come 
September. 

The academy will move into 
the vacated West Park Secondary 
School building in St. Catharines. 

At a District School Board of 
Niagara meeting this month, 
trustees voted unanimously and 
with little comment to approve 
the move from Empire School in 
Welland. 

The relocation includes a pro¬ 
posed partnership with Brock 
University, which would see its 
teachers-in-training gain class¬ 
room experience there. 

The academy opened in 2011 
with a focus on graduating stu¬ 
dents who would be the first in 
their families to go on to university 
or college. 

The student body now numbers 
about 300 and is too large for its 
building in Welland. 

DSBN trustees voted earlier 
this year to close West Park and 


■ HISTORY 

Learning about 
the War of 1812 

QMI Agency Niagara 

ST. CATHARINES — The Canadian 
War Museum's popular 1812 exhibi¬ 
tion is hitting the road. 

A 140-square-metre version of the 
exhibition will travel to venues across 
Canada after it closes in Ottawa 
Jan. 6. The travelling version is fully 
booked until May 2015, with stops 
at the St. Catharines Museum April 
6 to Aug. 18, 2013, and the Grimsby 
Museum, Jan. 4 to April 27,2014. 

In addition, a virtual online ver¬ 
sion was launched Monday at war- 
museum.ca/war-of-1812. 

“We are delighted that anyone 
across Canada and around the world 
can now enjoy this fascinating and 
thought-provoking portrait of the 
War of 1812,” says James Witham, 
director general of the Canadian 
War Museum. “By learning about 
the motivations, aspirations and 
experiences of the four main par¬ 
ticipants, museumgoers as well as 
online visitors gain a richer, deeper 
understanding of this historical con¬ 
flict that helped shape Canada as a 
nation.’’ 

The exhibit has been seen by more 
than 103,000 visitors at the Canadian 
War Museum. 


Kernahan Park high schools in St. 
Catharines after a controversial 
school-closure review process that 
saved Thorold Secondary School. 

While a partnership with the 
DSBN is not finalized, Brock has 
suggested its students going to the 
academy would be in their pre¬ 
service final years. They would 
already have had security checks 
completed. 

In the future, it could include 
bringing in third- and fourth-year 
concurrent students. 

Brock might lease classroom 


space in the building where its 
student teachers would do theory 
work and also teach there, among 
other things. 

The entire arrangement could be 
phased in over a number of years. 

At the meeting Tuesday, DSBN 
program and planning committee 
chair Ed Fulford read an e-mail he 
received asking that current West 
Park students be allowed to gradu¬ 
ate at the school and phase-out 
over that time with the academy. 

Board planning and transporta¬ 
tion services superintendent Cam 


Hathaway said the request was 
considered by staff. 

The academy has a philosophi¬ 
cal difference in how it operates, 
making that student-blending sug¬ 
gestion difficult to enact, he said. 

“It does sound like an enter¬ 
taining proposal ... but it doesn’t 
address the problem of pro¬ 
gram delivery (and offering) the 
breadth of programs for students,” 
Hathaway said. 

Newly elected Welland vice¬ 
chair Sue Barnett said there are 
other problems with a proposed 


West Park student phase-out. 

They include a growing number 
of students projected to attend 
the academy, and that academy 
students are uniformed and have 
special qualifications to attend the 
facility. 

“And I believe the principal has 
the right to choose their own staff," 
Barnett told trustees. “Not just 
have staff transferred to them.” 

Fulford’s proposed amend¬ 
ment to have the board consider 
the e-mailed request was not sec¬ 
onded by any trustee. 
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■ MUNICIPAL FINANCE: Inflationary hike comes with some good news for area 

Region taxes climbing 1.97% 


VICTORIA GRAY 

PelhamNEWS Staff 

WELLAND - Niagarans can 
expect to shell out another $25 this 
year for their regional tax bill. 

Regional councillors passed 
2013 operating and capital budgets 
Thursday night that see taxes jump 
1.97% on the average home. 

M 

In these tough economic times 
nobody likes increases, but 
I do think it’s a manageable 
increase.” 

Wainfleet Mayor April Jeffs 


The average homeowner will give 
about $1,317 to fund Niagara Region 
services. 



Augustyn Sharpe 


Spending next year will include 
$59 million for a new Burgoyne 
Bridge, $15 million for new Niagara 
Regional Police voice radios and a 
$3.3-million housing plan to help 
cover the loss of the Community 
Start-Up and Maintenance Benefit. 

Water and sewer rates will jump 
2.47%. 

Southem-der councillors recendy 
offered their opinions on next year’s 
spending. 

Pelham Mayor Dave Augustyn, 
chair of the budget review com¬ 
mittee, said the region found some 


$1.5 million in savings to keep the 
increase low. 

“We’ve been looking for inefficien¬ 
cies in operating costs and we’ve 
made substantial improvements,” he 
said. Council is also looking at the 
way in which it does business to find 
further efficiencies, he said. 

"The review is supposed to come 
up next year and we’U look to see 
what we can do there.” 

Augustyn said the region also 
approved a 10-year sustainable capi¬ 
tal financing plan. 

Port Colbome Coun. David Barrick 
doesn’t think it’s sustainable at all. 

He voted against the $220-million 
capital budget because it includes 
a $73-million loan. It doesn’t stop 
there, he said, adding the plan is to 
borrow money every year for the 
next 10 years. 

Barrick said the region is already 
more than $200 million in debt and it 
shouldn't be accumulating more. 

"Using debt to fund a sustainable 
capital financing plan is not a wise 



move, in my opinion,” he said. "A 
large portion of that sustainability 
is borrowing. I don’t count that as a 
sustainable plan." 

Welland Mayor Barry Sharpe was 
satisfied with the budget and is going 
to push to get East Main St repaved 
when it comes up for discussion 
again next year. 

The region did set aside $300,000 
for a study on painting and rehabili¬ 
tating Main Street Bridge in 2014, 
and will spend $1 million to light a 
new Woodlawn Rd. interchange at 
Hwy.406. 


Port Colbome Mayor Vance 
Badawey said a 1.97% regional tax 
increase is acceptable. 

“Overall when you look at it 
regionally (the budget) is within the 
inflation rate,” he said. “Although we 
all wanted to hit zero, inflation does 
play a roll in all our lives.” 

He is happy to see the region 
offer incentives to complement 
Port Colbome’s industrial and retail 

Wainfleet Mayor April Jeffs said 
she isn’t too happy about the tax hike 
and knows some residents won’t be 
either, but she is glad the region has 
allotted funds to keep an emergency 
paramedic response vehicle and first 
responders in the town. 

“In these tough economic times 
nobody likes increases, but I do 
think it’s a manageable increase 
and addresses some key priorities in 
Wainfleet,” she said. 

victoria.groy@sunmedia.ca 
Twitter: @VixeyG 
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■ COMMUNITY: St. Ann students rally for needy kids 

Mitten tree fits like a glove 



SARAH FERGUSON 
PelhamNEWS Staff 

PELHAM - Children are 
counting down the days 
until Christmas day when 
they can unwrap those pres¬ 
ents they’ve been eyeing 
underneath the tree. 

But without help, not 
every child will have 
something to open come 
Christmas morning, or even 
warm mittens to keep their 
hands warm from the harsh 
winter weather. 

So, to make the holidays 
a little nicer for children in 
need, students at St. Ann 


SARAH FERGUSON Staff Photo 
Four-year-old Isabelle Henson 
from St. Ann Catholic School 
puts a pair of gloves on the 
school's Christmas tree. All 
of the winter clothing, hats, 
scarves and gloves, will go 
toward children in need this 
holiday season. 



Catholic Elementary School 
in Fenwick are collecting 
items which will be donated 
to Pelham Cares. 

Students have collected 
about 20 to 30 pairs of gloves 
and have hung them lovingly 
on their school’s Christmas 
tree. Nestled underneath 
the tree, there are a variety 
of toys for girls and boys 
which will make their way to 
the Fonthill Volunteer Fire 
Association to fill dozens of 
baskets for struggling fami¬ 
lies in the area. 

Teacher Maria Tremeer, 
who organized the collec¬ 
tion for this year’s mitten 
tree, said she couldn’t be 
happier with the response 
from the school. 


“The kids have been 
encouraged to bring small 
toys,” she said. “It’s been 
going as well as we thought 
it would. Anything that we 
can bring in is much appre¬ 
ciated by Pelham Cares." 

The teacher said the 
school is still hoping to col¬ 
lect more small toys and 
gloves, especially for chil¬ 
dren ages 10 to 14. 

Anyone can drop off a 
donation to the school at 
832 Canboro Rd. 
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GARCINIA CAMBOGIA 

Garcinia Cambogia is a yellowish, pumpkin¬ 
shaped superfruit found in Asia and Africa 
that has been used traditionally by many 
cultures for centuries to address inflammation, 
gastrointestinal distress, hemorrhoids, 
rheumatism, women’s menstrual issues, and 
many digestive issues. Commonly known 
as “gamboge,” “brindal berry,” or “Malabar 
Tamarind,” the rind of the Garcinia Cambogia 
fruit contains potent natural compounds 
that support healthy weight management by 
supporting appetite control, disrupting fat 
production, supporting fat metabolism, and 
promoting healthy insulin function. Some 
Asian cultures also use Garcinia Cambogia 
their traditional curries and other popular 
dishes because they believe that the sour 
flavor of the fruit is what activates and 
supports the digestive system. 




PURE MORINGA 

Genesis Today’s 100% pure Moringa 
is a nutrient-rich extract obtained from 
the leaves of the Moringa Oleifera tree 
nicknamed the “Miracle Tree.” This resilient 
tree grows up to 39 feet high and is 
considered the most nutritious and useful 
tree in the world. Having used the tree’s 
leaves and pods as a tea, in cooking, and in 
traditional medicine for centuries, Moringa 
is one of Asia and Africa’s best kept secrets 
for weight control and optimal health. With 
a high concentration of vitamins, minerals, 
amino acids, fatty acids, antioxidants, and 
anti-inflammatory compounds, Moringa 
extract provides extraordinary nutrients 
to support healthy weight management, 
healthy blood sugar,t natural energy, and 
overall health and longevity. 



Genesis Today’s 100% pure Caralluma Fimbriata 
extract is derived from a cactus that grows 
abundantly in India where it has been consumed 
raw, seasoned with spices and cooked in 
traditional Indian dishes for centuries. Nicknamed 
‘The Hunger Buster,” this edible cactus is known 
in its native India as “famine food,” because it 
was eaten during times of famine and on hunting 
treks for its powerful appetite-suppressing and 
thirst-quenching qualities. Our supplement 
contains an exclusive 10:1 (10 to 1) extract of 
Caralluma Fimbriata, which means it takes 10 
pounds of cactus to create one pound of pure 
powder for 10 times the appetite suppressing 
power. The potent natural elements in this 
remarkable Indian cactus help curb food 
cravings, disrupt fat formation, and support lean 
muscle mass, making it an excellent addition for 
a healthy weight loss regimen. 



PURE GREEN COFFEE BEAN 

Genesis Today’s Pure Green Coffee Bean with 
Svetol® is an especially effective supplement 
containing two types of raw, unroasted green 
coffee bean extract for energy and metabolism 
support: our regular Green Coffee Bean extract 
plus the brand name ingredient Svetol®. Green 
Coffee Bean with Svetol® is standardized to 
contain a potent blend of chlorogenic acids 
combined with other natural active compounds, 
which are clinically proven to promote healthy 
weight control, fat loss, and blood sugar 
levels that are already within normal range. 
This combined, polyphenol-rich green coffee 
bean extract is high in antioxidants and low 
in caffeine, which supports cardiovascular 
function and weight management without the 
jitters associated with overstimulation. 
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